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Family tragedies inspire author’s fictional story
Former Grenfell resident
writes young readers book
By Andrea Nicholl

news@grenfellsunexpress.com
A long-time Grenfell resident has authored and
illustrated her first children’s book, sharing the story of
life with young readers.
MaryAnn Ward will release her first published works,
Olivia & Me, this month. The fictional story, inspired by
a season of grieving, invites young readers to journey
along with one little girl and her caterpillar friend
as they discover life together — starting young and
learning the big lessons about life and death according
to biblical truths.
Readers are taken on a journey with Olivia and her
constant companion, a caterpillar/butterfly, through
the many enjoyments of life on Earth and in heaven.
“The book is designed not to give answers about
death to young children, but as a tool to demonstrate
that death is but a page in the process of life,” explained
Ward.
“(The inspiration) came to me through a series of
compounding dreams after the death of my mom and
brother. Our family was really struggling with death,
and these little ones especially — they knew it was final,
they didn’t want to say goodbye, and didn’t understand.”
When she created the story of Olivia & Me, Ward
thought it would be shared only with family — “a put
in the drawer book” — but the story took on wings of
its own.
After 16 months of writing, illustrating, and working
with publishers, Olivia & Me transformed into a
published works with 29 original water colour paintings

and read-to-me poetic style.
Untrained in writing or painting, Ward set out on a
journey of faith to translate the heart of God in a visual
and readable formal that any and all could understand
and enjoy. The Christian faith-based book is geared
toward children aged three to seven, though she said
all can take away a lesson about the seasons life.
“Grieving is a difficult process; I thought if we
could allow children, at the point of grief, to express
themselves and give them words to do so, they wouldn’t
have to wait 20 or 30 years to find the words or healthy
way to cope,” she said. “I wanted to get a tool out there
to give children words to help process grief, and to help
parents help their children process grief and even to
help grandparents help their grandchildren.”
Ward will set out on a book tour and host book
readings at public libraries throughout Regina, with

hopes to appear at her hometown library — in Grenfell,
in the fall.
She will be in Grenfell on Canada Day, at the Grenfell
Art Show, signing and selling copies of her book.
Ward was born and raised in Grenfell and farmed
north of the community, atop the Qu’Appelle Valley,
with her husband, Keith, until 2010 when the couple
relocated to Balgonie. She is now retired from her
full-time job, and has been “redirected” to the live the
life of an author/illustrator. Ward is also an endorsed
speaker with Angel Hope Speaker’s List and has
taken part in two humanitarian mission trips: one in
Cambodia and another in Guatemala to aid children
and young women released from the rings of human
trafficking.
For more about the author, and to view the book
preview, visit maward.ca

... industrial park for Grenfell?
Continued from Page 1

“Land might be farmed today, and
tomorrow we’re moving dirt for an
industrial park; it all depends on what
type of appetite the RM has too,” said
Wolfe. “It doesn’t take long to develop
an industrial park…that’s the beauty of
it.”

306-697-2722

Open Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday

Overand hopes the Town and RM will
have an agreement and the groundwork
of the project in place by the year’s end,
in preparation for impending business.
“This will be an integral part of
growing our town. We need to be ready
for the development that may occur in
the area.”

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Closed for lunch.

Visit us online: grenfellsunexpress.com
Email us: contact@grenfellsunexpress.com

... Broadview council plots steady course
Continued from Page 1
This year will be one of limited activity
for the Town of Broadview, with no
significant improvements or capital
projects planned. The goal, Mills said,
is to remain in a good financial position
while continuing to provide services to
citizens.
“There were some $380,000 worth
of capital improvements made last
year, so we don’t have any major plans
or investments for this year because so
much was done (in 2016).”
“There are fairly minimal budget
highlights this year,” said Schmidt.
Expenses will remain fairly static
from 2016: general government will
increase $1,930; transportation will
increase $20,950 (funds to repair gravel
streets and replace furnaces at public
works shop); environmental health
and planning development will remain

OUR CREW WILL
BE IN YOUR AREA

unchanged; recreation will see a $17,550
decrease (last year council approved and
improved out buildings at Celebration
Park); and water and sewer will increase
by $21,000 but will be offset by MRS
and a first-quarter GIL payment from
SaskEnergy.
Council also reserved $165,000 for a
new lift station. Council hopes the lift
station project will proceed in 2017 and
be operational by 2018, but construction is wholly contingent on receipt
of funding from the Clean Water and
Wastewater Fund (CCWF), which will
cover 75 per cent of the $665,000 tab.
If funding from the CCWF is denied,
council will redirect the $165,000
reserved funds to the town’s line of
credit, which sits at a negative balance
of $380,000.
The Town of Broadview will close 2017
with a budgeted cash surplus of $35,309.

June 15 - 30th
• Any tree - Any Situation
• 80 ft Aerial Lift
• Pro Climbers for Inaccessible Trees
• Cottage Country Specialists
Fort Qu Appelle, Carlyle Lake & Kenossee

When You Call Us, Rest Assured The Job Will Be Done Right!

Call if you’re curious
Free Estimates
306.525.8906
1.800.990.9656
www.sawyers.ca

COOK UP THE

SAVINGS
EVENT

June 1 - 28, 2017

225 Main Street, Melville
See Matt’s full catalog online at

www.mattsfurniture.ca
Kamsack
Fort Qu’Appelle
Melville
Foam Lake
(306) 542-3501 (306) 332-6911 (306) 728-3772 (306) 272-3950

Plus, Cantrex EXCLUSIVE Whirlpool Buy More, Save More up to $500!
LAUNDRY INCLUDED!
Buy 3 save $300, Buy 4 save $400, Buy 5+ save $500 by instant rebate!

Whirlpool & Maytag Built-in Cooking Events also included!

For the best deals around, come into Matt’s. He is always ready to bargain!

