
  

Olivia & Me 
 
Follow a spunky girl and her 
constant companion, a 
caterpillar/butterfly, through 
many of the enjoyments of life on 
earth and in heaven. Olivia & Me 
simply and beautifully displays 
the truths of God’s wonderful 
plan for each of us to journey 
from life, to life, to life in Him – 
each more abundant and full than 
what was before. 
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Endorsements 
“In an endearing story woven through poetry and watercolour illustrations, MaryAnn Ward parallels the life events 
of a tender-hearted child and a wide-eyed caterpillar. Drawing the reader into anticipation of the joys ahead…she 

successfully employs…her mandate for all that she authors – to draw the reader closer to the heart of Jesus…Olivia 
& Me is certain to become a childhood favourite for this generation and many generations to come.” (Bonnie 

Szakacs B. Ed www.singingwithgrace.com) 

 “In Olivia & Me MaryAnn Ward brings hope to those who have experienced loss through a stunning and 
unforgettable metaphor of new life promised in Christ.” (Rob Parkman) 

“MaryAnn Ward is a compassionate speaker who has the ability to guide her listeners straight to the heart of God. 
She has the gift to discern the message God has for her audience and convey it with anointed words” (Tina M.) 

“MaryAnn Ward’s water colour drawings give life and even more vibrancy to her words. Truly unique in its approach 
to life’s journey and truly and gently beautiful in its illustrations, I highly recommend this book as a teaching tool for 

children as well as a pleasure to read for all ages. (Linda Wegner ‘Words of Worth’) 

 

 

 

MaryAnn’s active faith and love continues to have local and international impact. 
She is an anointed speaker and teacher supporting many through mentorship and 
inner healing. With over 40 years of experience in children’s ministry, MaryAnn 
inspires and strengthens the young and young at heart. 

Mary Ann still considers herself “a little farm girl” from small town Saskatchewan.  

Untrained in writing or painting, she set on a journey of faith to translate the heart 

of God in a visual and readable format that any and all could understand and 

enjoy. 

 

mailto:maryann@maward.ca
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What People Are Saying About Olivia & Me 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

As a first time author and illustrator, MaryAnn set out to 
transform a series of dreams into a readable story that even the 
youngest child would comprehend. Birthed out of a season of 
grieving, the message of life in Christ brings comfort and hope to 
those walking through their own journey of mourning. “…Weeping 
may last through the night but joy comes in the morning” (Psalms 
30:5 NLT) 

It was indeed a journey of faith! Having never painted before and 
unable to find an illustrator for the children’s book, MaryAnn set 
out through prayer to make the dreams tangible. It was with tears 
of gratitude and wonder she realized that God so wanted to tell 
His story of life, that He was willing and able to use anyone. He is 
able to gift in a moment to speak to hearts that will listen. Brush 
stroke by brush stroke … page by page … faith step by faith step … 
the story became reality! 

Olivia & Me contains 550 words and 28 original paintings written 
in read-to-me poetic format. It is designed for children 3 to 7 
years old with the intention to inspire conversation and  to gain 
understanding of life and death according to biblical truths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Inside Story of  Olivia & Me 

“…I came so that they can have real 

and eternal life, more and better life 

than they ever dreamed of.”  

(John 10:10 MSG) 

"When I first saw the God inspired pictures and read the Spirit breathed poetry in this children's book, It 
made me wish I could go back in time when our girls were just little "Olivias". I suddenly imagined myself 
sitting on the carpet with my arms around the three girls in front of the fireplace as they took turns trying 
to read this touching book to me! I can once again hear the giggling and chattering during the precious 
times together. Oh...If only...I could go back! Oh, but now it's the Grandkids...! 

(Lead Pastor Rick Parkyn, Regina Apostolic Church) 
 

“I'm very excited to get this book! What a comforting message children need to hear (don't we all ).  

(Cindy A.) 

 

“You have got to get a copy of this book!! It is an amazing story about a little girl and a caterpillar and 

their journey through life to life.... Maryann is an amazing artist and author and all around gem.” 

(Heather S.) 

 

“Stunning art work!”       (Pamela R.) *****     “Such a powerful book!”       (Emmanuel S.) 

 

“…The words leap off the page, full of truth, anticipation and excitement while exploring the truth and life 

that is found in Christ…beautifully illustrated…” 

(Kaitlyn H.) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/maryann.ward.7545

